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Clay students earn top science fair awards 

Orange Park High senior Sebastian Kouchakjy, 17, and Ridgeview High junior Serenity 
Derousie, 17, will attend this year’s state science fair and international science fair after placing � rst in 
their respective categories at the Clay County science fair. See story on page 8.
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Partnership program at Wilkinson Junior 
serves educational, emotional, 
nutritional, � nancial needs of community
By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opc� a.com

MIDDLEBURG – Wilkinson Junior High is 
much more than a school. It’s a food bank, 
a laundromat, a clothing boutique and 
more.

Wilkinson became a community 
partnership school a couple of years 
ago, and since then, it’s grown to be an 
extremely important part of the surround-
ing community. The school serves not just 
students, but anyone in the area, and its 
impact has never been more resounding 
than this past year.

“COVID-19 has made things even 
tougher for people,” WJH principal Chris-
tina Cornwell said. “Being a community 
partnership school is about the whole 
student and every aspect of their lives.”

Cornwell said it’s obviously important 
to work with students to help them suc-
ceed in school, but factors outside of the 
classroom can have a big impact on what 
happens inside. A student that’s hungry 
won’t be able to focus as well, for exam-
ple. That’s why WJH and its community 
partnership school director, Shawn Smith, 
have worked hard to ensure all bases are 
covered.

The school has a food pantry that feeds 
hundreds of students and community 
members every month. Students can take 
home grocery bags of food on Fridays. 
People can make appointments to stroll 
through the food bank on campus and 
pick out items to take home. A Farm Share 
food drive on every third Thursday, some-

thing Smith says is a great demonstration 
of the partnership aspect of community 
partnership schools.

Cornwell said after a community 
assessment survey was sent out to com-
munity members, the school learned its 
surrounding community needed food.

“The survey results showed us that 
people were saying they couldn’t get 
healthy food on a regular basis,” Cornwell 
said. “We’re kind of far from healthy food 
and there isn’t any public transportation 
out here so a lot of our people are locked 
out of getting healthy food easily.”

Cornwell, Smith and her team learned 
of some other needs and that’s how the 
campus became the home of a laun-
dromat, a clothing boutique and a food 
bank, too. In one of Wilkinson’s portables, 

 Wilkinson Junior High is a community partnership school, which means it’s so much more than a school.

you’ll � nd a room � lled with racks of shirts, 
pants, jackets, dresses, shoes and more.

“I especially love this area,” Smith said, 
gesturing to the school’s clothes closet 
suit jacket rack. “There are a lot of people 
that don’t have suits or even suit jackets 
and I love that we have this entire rack of 
jackets for anyone in our community that 
needs it.”

The clothes run through all di� erent 
sizes, and there’s things like body soap, 
body spray, other hygiene products and 
even a new twin-size mattress.

Attached to this clothing closet is a 
space that’s been turned into a changing 
room that looks like something you’d 
� nd in any clothing store and beside that 
closet is another space that’s been turned 
into a laundromat.

Two washers, two dryers and all of 
the things you’d need like detergent and 

softener can be found here and Smith’s fa-
vorite part is that much like the food bank 
and the clothes boutique, the laundromat 
is free to whoever needs it. The school 
even has a shower that can be used by 
anyone who needs fresh hot water.

The other big facet of Wilkinson’s 
community partnership school services 
is mental health counseling. The school 
has its standard guidance counselors, 
of course, but they’ve been inundated 
with helping students return from virtual 
school to brick and mortar classrooms and 
the usual guidance counselor needs, but 
what about the students struggling men-
tally elsewhere? What about the students 
that aren’t handling COVID-19 and its 
e� ects well, or the students with problems 
at home that bleed into their school life?

The school’s guidance counselors and 
full-time social worker do a great job, but 
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State State 
TitlesTitles

St. Johns Country Day School girls soccer � ashes 10 � ngers after the Lady Spartans won their 10th straight state title with 6-0 win over Canterbury High of Fort 
Myers at Thursday’s state championship in Deland. Spartan coach Mike Picket, far right, now has 13 state titles.

Lady Spartans 
blast to 10th title
By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor

DELAND - With barely enough time to 
work up a sweat, the St. Johns Country 
Day School girls soccer team bolted to 

a 2-0 lead within the � rst 90 seconds of 
play in their Class 2A championship game 
against Canterbury High en route to a 6-0 
� nal score. The title was the 10th in a row 
for the Lady Spartans and for coach Mike 
Pickett. Pickett now has 13 state titles.

“This season will always have an aster-
isk next to it because of all the adversity 
we went through to get here,” said Pickett. 
“We missed a good part of the season; a 
bunch of quality games and � nished with 
just 13 regular season games. It is a testa-

ment to the 10 seniors on the team.”
In the ensuing Class 2A boys cham-

pionship game, Canterbury returned the 
favor with a 4-0 win over St. Johns with the 
� rst half locked at 0-0. 

SEE 10, 10



For School News 

ORANGE PARK – The Art Guild of Orange 
Park announced the winners of the Con-
cert on the Green Poster Contest. Each 
year the Art Guild of Orange Park has the 
auspicious privilege of selecting the win-
ners of the Poster Contest from numerous 
outstanding entries.

This year’s theme was “A Symphonic 
Celebration of the Arts.” Winners earned 
first, second and third-place awards, as 
well as two honorable mentions in each 
grade category plus two winners from the 
category ‘Honoring the Military.’

The winning posters are currently 
hanging in the Orange Park Town Hall with 
an additional 10 posters chosen for merit 
per grade category. The Art Guild invites 
everyone to come and enjoy the marvel-
ous artistic talent that our students have 
shown.

The Art Guild of Orange Park partici-
pates in a number of activities, events and 
art programs throughout Clay County 
each year. The organization’s commitment 
is to bring attention and focus to the 
diverse talents of local artists, of all ages. 
Outreach includes promoting visual arts 
programs in schools and other organiza-
tions in order to foster the appreciation of 
visual arts within the community.

It also provides opportunities for the 
development and growth, enrichment 
and support for our members through 
educational programs and workshops. 
The exhibits of the Art Guild allow mem-
bers to show and sell their works in many 

Concert on the Green Poster 
Contest winners revealed

POSTER CONTEST 
WINNERS 

Elementary Division: first, Autumn Smith, 
Fleming Island; second; Pricilla Sprouse, 
Seven Bridges; third, Kate Sims, Fleming 
Island; and, honorable mentions, Ryan 
Stevens, Fleming Island, and Destiny Diaz, 
Steve Bridges.

Junior High Division: first, Josiah Bierbolini, 
Lake Asbury; second, Kayleigh James, 
Lakeside; third, Jane Weigand, Lakeside; and, 
honorable mentions, Parker Ross, Lakeside, 
and Skyylar Dochterman, Lake Asbury.

High School Division: first, Alivia Corral, 
Fleming Island; second, Paige Hudson, 
Orange Park; third, Jadan Kraemer, Orange 
Park; and, honorable mentions, Kendall 
Bagmon and Shannah Murphy, Orange Park.

Military Division: first, Rachel Seader, 
Orange Park; and, second, Elanor Parker, 
Lakeside.

Autumn Smith Josiah Gierbolini 

Pricilla Sprouse Kayleigh James 

Paige Hudson Alivia Corral

local venues. The Guild invites residents to 
visit its exhibits which are held frequently 
during the year in a number of places in 
our surrounding counties.

Guild membership is open to everyone, 
whether artist or patron of the arts. Resi-
dents are are invited to come to one of our 
monthly meetings held at the Lion’s Club, 
423 McIntosh Ave., in Orange Park at 6:30 
p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month.
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Kate Sims Destiny Diaz

Eleanor Parker 

Parker Ross
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4-H, Florida Youth Challenge Academy pick up more than two tons of garbage

Students from 4-H (green shirts) and Florida Youth Challenge Academy (red shirts) collected a total of 4,840 pounds of trash during their community clean-up day last Saturday, March 13. Local 4-H students and 
their families cleaned up trash along the railroad tracks behind the Ace Hardware in Green Cove Springs, while students from the Florida Youth Challenge Academy picked up trash from an illegal dump site o�  State 
Road 230 in Clay County. 
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With the help of her two four-legged English Setter friends, Cassie Pardee is able to compete in American 
Kennel Club events despite suffering with autism. The dogs help her remain focused and ignore the 
noises and lights that trigger anxiety attacks.

Pardee finds tranquility 
in conformation ring
By Don Coble
don@opcfla.com 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Just before Cassie 
Pardee enters the competition ring of an 
American Kennel Club event, her mother 
plays her favorite song, “The Champion,” by 
Carrie Underwood.

The two briefly immerse themselves 
in the words and moment, turning off the 
noisy clutter of bright lights, noise and 
pressure.

Then bravely and determined, young 
Cassie pushes herself into a world that 
once was an abyss of terror and trepida-
tion.

Diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder when she was 6, the 15-year-old 
eighth-grader at Keystone Heights Junior 
High is learning to distract her fears by 
focusing on her English Setter, Carly, at 
AKC competitions.

Her dog creates comfort and confi-
dence, something only a few with ASD can 
appreciate.

“I just pretend I’m not in the ring,” Cas-
sie said. “I pretend I’m home or somewhere 
where it’s not as stressful as being in the 
ring when I have anxiety. The dogs help 
me a lot to calm down.”

ASD is a neurodevelopment disability 
that challenges her senses. It affects how 
she communicates, reacts to bright lights 
and noise, self-regulates and functions in 
social settings.

“I also have trouble sleeping at night,” 
she said.

Cassie asked for her first dog, Stewart, 
for her seventh birthday. She believed a 
dog would “help her be brave,” her mother, 
Sandy Pardee, said.

Carly has become her voice.
“Dogs don’t judge you; they just love 

you,” Cassie said. 
Her grandmother, Kay Monaghan, bred 

and showed English Setters for more than 
50 years. She gave Cassie a puppy, and in 
2018 they became Team C.C. – Cassie and 
Carly. The showring has become therapeu-
tic for both, mom said. 

“The dogs have the ability to sense her 
anxiety, so they will lean on her. She makes 
a really interesting connection with the 
particular animals she works with,” Sandy 
said.

Cassie is responsible for grooming her 
dogs, which recently included another 
puppy, Lena, from her grandmother, as 
well as working with a trainer to refine 
both of their skills. The AKC circuit put 
most of its shows on pause during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Instead of being 
afraid of the bright lights and large crowds, 
Cassie is laser-focused on her work with 
Carly in the confirmation portion of the 
competition.

“She hasn’t been able to work as much 
with them this year because all of the 
shows have been canceled,” Sandy said. 
“Last year and the year before, we were on 
a very heavy show schedule. She would 
go to her trainers at least once a week. 
She would bathe and groom and try to 
enhance her skills as far as what she has to 
do in the ring – pacing the dog, making 
sure the dog stacks properly and refining 
their skills as a team.

“Once a week she would be at her 
trainers and we would leave on a Thursday 

PHOTO COMPLIMENTS OF NANCY PARDEE

Cassie Pardee enjoys a ribbon earned at an AKC 
conformation contest. Working with dogs helps 
the Keystone Heights girl deal with her autism.

Working with English Setters helps 
Cassie Pardee deal with her challenges

and be gone for a long weekend. The en-
tire weekend, she would care for the dog, 
manage the dog, sleep with the dog in 
the hotel room and then be on site at the 
location where we were showing them. 
That was her responsibility to care and 
handle the dog.”

“I really want to start working with 
the dogs again,” Cassie said. “Yes, it’s been 
stressful. I still want to do it because I feel 
like it’s a way for me to get over my really 
bad anxiety attracts when I have them. It’s 
part of my therapy.”

Monaghan recently gave Cassie anoth-
er dog, Lena. Sandy and Cassie limit their 
time with Monaghan because of the virus.

“COVID has caused us an issue is grand-
ma’s dog. She lives across the lake from us,” 
Sandy said. “We want to protect grandma 
from getting COVID because Cass is a high 
school student and goes to a brick-and-
mortar school [Keystone Heights]. We’re 
trying to limit their interaction because the 
last thing we want to do is make grandma 
sick. Right now, she has a new dog, a yel-
low Lab, and she’s a puppy who she works 
with every day after school. She walks her 
and is training her to do more different 

kinds of things in the show ring like agility, 
diver dog – some of the other things the 
other competitions that are available to 
her.”

Cassie competed in the confirmation 
ring, where dogs are judged against each 
other.

“They have to get a certain number 
of points and a certain amount of what 
they call ‘a major’ to champion,” Sandy 
said. “That was her goal was to champion 
Carly when she started. She championed 
Carly very quickly. Within a year, she got 
her championship and she finished her 
at the biggest show in Florida, which was 
the AKC Nationals in Orlando, which was a 
tremendously huge win.

“Now she’s showing in juniors where 
the judges judge the handler more than 
they judge the dog. They judge how the 
handler was able to handle the dog and 
how the handler is able to follow the 
judges’ instruction and how they get the 
dog to do what the judges are telling 
them to do. Now it’s a competition against 
her peers, so it’s a different kind of compe-
tition, but it’s still in the confirmation area 
of the ring.”
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By Wesley LeBlanc
wesley@opcfla.com

CLAY COUNTY – Two high-schoolers aren’t 
just going to the state science fair compe-
tition, but the ISEF Regeneron Internation-
al Science and Engineering Fair as well.

Due to COVID-19, these fairs won’t be 
held in person like usual and will instead 
opt for a virtual conference. But Orange 
Park High senior Sebastian Kouchakjy, 
17, and Ridgeview High junior Serenity 
Derousie, 17, are still as excited to take 
their projects to the global stage. Both of 
the students were first place winners in 
their respective categories at the county 
fair, and both have been to state before, 
but this will technically be the first time 
they’ve participated in an international fair.

“I won first at the county fair last year 
and was going to go to state and interna-
tional, but COVID-19 happened and both 
were cancelled,” Derousie said. “So, I guess 
this is technically my first time going to the 
international fair.”

Derousie’s project is perhaps more 
relevant now than ever before due to the 
global pandemic with people ordering 
things online more than ever before. She 
started the three-year project for last year’s 
fair and it dealt with finding ways to break 
down the cellulosic material in cardboard 
boxes to arrive at glucose, which can 
hypothetically be used to create ethanol 
or fuel.

Her project was a success last year as 
she proved breaking down the boxes was 
possible. She won first in her category at 
the county fair. The project’s continuation 
this year saw her attempting to ferment 
the glucose from the boxes to see if fer-
menting those sugars was even a possibil-
ity. It was a success and she’s going to the 
international fair now.

Derousie plans to continue the project 
for next year’s science fair where she’ll 
attempt to actually create ethanol using 
the broken-down cardboard boxes and 
test the fuel in a small engine. She’s excited 
for that, but for now, she’s concentrating 
on her paperwork and video presentation 
practice to prepare for the state and inter-

national fairs.
Much like the county fair this year, the 

two upcoming fairs will be held virtually, 
which consists of a judging period where 
the contestants will have to present their 
projects live in video form.

“It’s so exciting to be selected for these 
fairs because it means you put in enough 
work and effort to make it that far,” Der-
ousie said. “It is a bummer to not be able 
to go to these places, but it’s still a great 
honor to be chosen in the first place.”

Derousie still has a year of high school 
to go, but she already has her sights set 
on a science-dedicated future. She hopes 
to attend the University of Florida or the 
University of Central Florida and pursue 
a degree in mechanical engineering. She 
also hopes to see her project take off in a 
big way.

“Hopefully this will reach the right peo-
ple for them to be inspired to use packag-

Kouchakjy, Derousie earn 
spots in state, international 
science competitions

Animal Sciences
Place Division  School    Student
1st Junior Keystone Heights JRSR  Sydnie Colaw

Behavioral & Social Sciences
1st Junior Keystone Heights JRSR  
    Kayle Buchanan
    Brook Graudons
Biomedical & Health Sciences    
1st Junior Keystone Heights JRSR  Lillian Zielinski    
     Eve O’Brien 
2nd Junior Lakeside JH   Jacob Salazar  
3rd Junior Lake Asbury JH  Audrey Polk 
     Madyson Spaulding 
Chemistry  
1st Junior Oakleaf JH                        Jeremiah Baker 
2nd Junior Orange Park JH       Dominik Geil

Earth & Environmental Sciences 
1st  Junior  Lakeside JH   Elizabeth Mestas    
     Elizabeth Pryor
     Rya Johnson 
Engineering 
1st Junior Green Cove Springs JH  Samuel Nye 
2nd Junior Lake Asbury JH                        David Murphy

Environmental Engineering
1st Junior Green Cove Springs JH                       Kathryn McNeill

Physics & Astronomy
1st  Junior Discovery Oaks ELEM  Gabriella Briscoe
2nd  Junior Lake Asbury JH                        Shayla Brown
3rd  Junior Keystone Heights JRSR  Joshua Blank 
     Hunter Sheppard
Plant Sciences 
1st Junior Lakeside JH   Tristan Smith
2nd Junior Orange Park JH  Allena Locklear

Cellular/Molecular Biology & Biochemistry
1st Senior Ridgeview HS                  Serenity Derousie

Microbiology
1st Senior Ridgeview HS                     Mandy Derousie

Animal Sceinces 
1st Senior Clay HS   Talia Aguglia

Behavioral & Scoial Sceinces
1st Senior Ridgeview HS  Abby Bressler
2nd Senior Fleming Island HS  Abby Luck

Biomedical & Health Sciences
1st Senior Fleming Island HS                          Preences Arguelles
2nd Senior Keystone Heights JRSR                            Phoenix Cushman

Chemistry 
1st Senior Ridgeview HS                     Emma Duong    
                        Riley Crews 
2nd Senior Oakleaf HS                        Devin Luman
3rd Senior Oakleaf HS                        Erica Emokidi 

Earth & Environmental Sciences
1st Senior Ridgeview HS                       Asmaa Hassan
2nd Senior Ridgeview HS                      Joseph Salazar
3rd Senior Ridgeview HS                      Aya Osman 

Engineering 
1st Senior Orange Park HS                      SebastianKouchakjy
2nd Senior Clay HS                       Madison Mathis

“I wanted to make an 
affordable exoskeleton for people who 
have muscle 
problems, so people with muscle disabili-
ties or injuries that damage their muscles. 
The whole point wasn’t to make a super 
strong exoskeleton, because obviously 
that would add more weight, but to 
instead create a sleek design that’s con-
trolled with muscle activity.”

– Sebastian Kouchakjy
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Environmental Engineering
Place Division  School    Student
1st  Senior Clay HS                                              Eliza LaBelle 
2nd  Senior Ridgeview HS                      Karlee Wessels    
                                              Bella Feliciano
                         Phoenix Ricketts

Intelligent Machines, Robotics & Systems Software 
1st Senior Ridgeview HS  Angelo DeLarosa    
  
Mathematics Computational Sciences
1st Senior Oakleaf HS   Marcus Hartman

Physics & Astronomy
1st Senior Oakleaf HS   Haley Graham 
2nd Senior Ridgeview HS  Blake Pu 
     Belle Whiting
3rd Senior Clay HS   Virginia Harley

Plant Sciences
1st Senior Keystone Heights JRSR  Aiden Bathurst

Special Awards 

Vystar Credit Union Awards 
Syndie Colaw – Animal Sciences
Lillian Zielinski – Behavioral & Socal Sciences
Eve O’Brien – Behavioral & Socal Sciences
Jeremiah Baker – Chemistry
Elizabeth Mestas – Earth & Environmental Sciences
Elizabeth Pryor – Earth & Environmental Sciences
Rya Johnson  - Earth & Environmental Sciences
Samuel Nye Engineering
Kathryn McNeill – Environmental Engineering
Gabriella Briscoe – Physics & Astronomy
Tristan Smith–Plant Sciences
David Murphy– Engineering

Community First Credit Union Awards 
Mandy Derousie– Microbiology
Talia Aguglia - Animal Sciences
Abby Bressler– Behavioral & Social Sciences
Preences Arguelles– Biomedical & Health Sciences
Emma Duong –Chemistry 
Riley Crews –Chemistry
Serenity Derousie– Cellular/Molecular Biology & Biochemistry
Aiden Bathurst– Plant Sciences
Devin Luman– Chemistry
Angelo DeLarosa– Intelligent Machines, Robotics & Systems Software
Marcus Hartman– Mathematics & Computational Sciences

Stephen Rodesney Awards Senior 
Earth & Environmental; Engineering; Physics 
and Environmental Engineering 
Asmaa Hassan– Earth & Environmental Sciences
Eliza  LaBelle  – Environmental Engineering
Sebastian Kouchakjy– Engineering
Haley Graham– Physics & Astronomy

Florida Assocation of Science Teachers (FAST) Award
Joseph Salazar– Earth & Environmental Sciences
Jacob Salazar– Biomedical & Health Sciences

State Sceince & Engineering Fair Participants 
High School

Orange Park HS: SebastianKouchakjy – Engineering 
Project: Muscle Controlled Exoskeleton       
   

Ridgeview HS: Serenity Derousie – Cellular/Molecular Biology & Biochemistry 
Project: Enzymatically Treated Cellulosic Packaging Waste Utilized to Release Fermentable Sugars for the Production of Bioeth-
anol: A Second Year Study 

Ridgeview HS: Asmaa Hassan – Earth & Environmental Sciences 
Project: Nanosilvers and their effect on Daphnia magna      
   
Oakleaf HS: Haley Graham– Physics & Astronomy 
Project: Which Cheerleading Surface Presents the Lowest Risk of 
Concussion?          
  
Ridgeview HS: Angelo DeLarosa– Intelligent Machines, Robotics & Systems 
Software 
Project: The Effect of Operating Systems on Resource Usage of 
Computational Hardware         
  
State Sceince & Engineering Fair Participants 
Junior High 

Green Cove Springs JH: Kathryn McNeill– Environmental Engineering 
Project: How Temperature Affects Solar Cells
    
Green Cove Springs JH: Samuel Nye– Engineering 
Project: Breaking Point         
   
International Science & Engineering Fair Participants 
Orange Park HS: Sebastian Kouchakjy – Engineering
Project: Muscle Controlled Exoskeleton
 
Ridgeview HS: Serenity Derousie– Cellular/Molecular Biology & Biochemistry
Project: Enzymatically Treated Cellulosic Packaging Waste Utilized to Release Fermentable Sugars for the Production of Bioeth-
anol: A Second Year Study 

ing waste instead of food crops to create 
fuel,” Derousie said. “This will help get trash 
out of landfills and allow for the (foods that 
will no longer need to be used to create 
fuel) to go to third-world countries and 
places that need it.”

Kouchakjy will join Derousie at this 
year’s international science fair, and he’ll be 
showcasing his exoskeleton.

“I wanted to make an affordable 
exoskeleton for people who have muscle 
problems, so people with muscle disabili-
ties or injuries that damage their muscles,” 
Kouchakjy said. “The whole point wasn’t to 
make a super strong exoskeleton, because 
obviously that would add more weight, 
but to instead create a sleek design that’s 
controlled with muscle activity.”

Kouchakjy said his exoskeleton moves 
using electrodes that read signals from the 
wearer to let the electrodes know to flex 
in such a way that the signaled movement 
can occur. He got the idea from video 
games, where exoskeletons are heavily fea-
tured throughout the medium.

He wanted to take that sci-fi and oth-
erwise fictional concept from video games 
and make it more applicable to reality. That 
approach worked and Kouchakjy has not 
only the working, wearable exoskeleton to 

show for it, but a first place in his category 
at the county fair and an invitation to the 
state and international science fairs as well.

This will be his fourth time attend-
ing the state science fair – the first time 
virtually – and his first time attending the 
international fair. Kouchakjy said none of 
this would have been possible without the 
guidance and help from Clay County re-
gional science fair director, Chris Okamoto, 
and fair coordinator Amanda George.

This is Kouchakjy’s final year of high 
school, although he’s already dual-enrolled 
at Orange Park and St. Johns River State 
College, and he plans to pursue a degree 
in aerospace engineering in college.

Both Kouchakjy and Derousie will 
attend the state fair virtually at the end of 
this month and the international science 
fair in May. At the international fair, they’ll 
be joined by thousands of other students 
from 80 different countries where science 
will be celebrated across many different 
categories ranging from engineering to 
biology and more.

“I have absolute confidence that these 
two excellent students will do well at the 
international fair,” Okamoto said. “They’re 
extremely bright and their projects are 
fantastic. I can’t wait to see how they do.”
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With senior forward Paige Crews taking 
the opening kicko�  and three Spartan 
mid� elders; Mia Sadler, Bella Pontieri and 
Lauren Weiss, dashing down the sideline 
toward the Canterbury goal, St. Johns took 
just 15 seconds for Pontieri to spin left and 
loft a left-footed shot toward the front of 
the goal where Sadler � nished o�  the play 
with a header to the net as the Canterbury 
stood stunned by the absolute speed of 
the ball from the 50 to the net.

“Their job (Sadler, Pontieri and Weiss) 
is to just run like nobody is on the � eld 
in front of them; don’t look at the other 
players, don’t look at the other team,” said 
Pickett. “The goal is to kick it as far into the 
corner as we could, one, because we knew 
their right defender had a shorter throw-in 
than the left one, and, two, or get a ball 
kicked back up� eld from the defense. For 
us, the second wave is there to collect the 
second ball if they head it back. The 15 
second goal was shocking because that 
play has not worked well for us this year.”

Pickett noted that the play’s intention is 

10
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to kick it deep out of bounds to the corner 
to set up the potential short throw-in by 
Canterbury.

“Bella tracked down a great ball from 
Hannah (Lemieux), beat three people and 
hit Mia,” said Pickett. “Mia absolutely anni-

hilated that shot for the goal. I think that 
goal shocked the Canterbury team.”

Canterbury would get the ensuing 
kicko�  and drill a ball to the top of the 18 
yard box to St. Johns goalie Alexis Agrom-
onte.

Agromonte started the return forma-
tion for the Lady Spartans with Maddy 
Moody getting a throw-in from about the 
Canterbury 40 yard line. Moody attempted 
a loft over the Canterbury defense, but 
the throw was short and booted out of 
bounds about 20 yards closer.

“Don’t let Maddy get closer,” said 
Pickett. 

On her second throw-in of the o� en-
sive thrust, Moody found Lauren Mateo 
on the corner of the goalie box just a foot 
or so behind the Canterbury defender for 
a backward-targeted header that Crews 
pounded in, also with a header, just 75 
seconds later; 90 seconds into the game.

“Lauren Mateo has been doing that; 
� icking, since sixth grade and is probably 
the best at it since Tyler Law,” said Pickett. 
“The goalie is in a very di�  cult position 
because she has to protect the front side 
of the goal. Paige had noone standing 
near her when she hit the ball; it was wide 
open.”

Ready for goal three? Wait about 25 
minutes.

“The two quick goals crippled them,” 
said Pickett. “I told them at one point in the 
season to quit serving the ball in the air 
because we are not getting them. That’s 
funny that we had three header goals.” 
Ooops! Third goal hint.

Canterbury would try to establish some 
forward o� ensive motion with deep lobs 
into the Spartan zone, but Moody, Pontieri 
and Weiss split the 50 into three zones and 
kept pressure on the Canterbury o� ense 
about 10 yards inside the mid� eld stripe.  

“We were playing a 3-2-3-1 to cover 
their Perez girl, the 42 goal scorer,” said 
Pickett. “We didn’t want to mark her with 
one player, but surround her and keep the 
ball moving.”

With 28 minutes left to the half, with 
Julia Boaventura penetrating the Can-
terbury defensive edge, St. Johns kept 
the ball inside the 50 for numerous plays 
inside the 18 yard line, but a strike from 
about 45 yards out from Hannah Lemieux 
got Boaventura deep, but unable to catch 
up to the ball giving Canterbury a throw-in 
deep in their own territory.

With Crews, Weiss and Lemieux triple 
teaming the throw, Lemieux launched a 

ball deep that caught Sadler just out-
side the goal box. Sadler twisted, found 
Boaventura in stride, but the blast went up 
and o�  right.

Just seconds after Canterbury goalie 
Aiden Smith punched the ball down the 
sideline, another triple team defensive for-
mation got the ball bouncing around and 
setting up Moody with a throw-in from 
the opposite side of the � eld from her � rst 
goal-scoring throw.

Moody picked up the ball near mid-
� eld, but was instructed by o�  cials to 
move up the sideline where she gained 
another 10-15 yards before again � nding 
Mateo on the goal box stripe with a head-
er into the grass in front of the goal. Sadler, 
this time, got a head on the ball and ri� ed 
in goal three.

The 3-0 score stood to the half.
At the very start of the second half, 

again, Moody nearly got a third assist with 
a throw-in to goalie Smith that Mateo 
arrived almost simultaneously.

With three minutes o�  the clock, 
Pontieri and Lemieux forced a turnover to 
Pontieri just above the 18 yard box where 
she used some deft footwork to keep the 
ball in play and � nd Boaventura on a slash 
in from mid� eld. Boaventura captured 
the ball in stride, tapped it right to avoid 
a defender and the referee and launched 
her shot as Smith was attacking out of the 
goal to put St. Johns up 4-0.

After Mateo got knocked to the turf, 
Pontieri made it 5-0 o�  a free kick play just 
o�  the 18 yard line that found Lemieux 
bending o�  the free kick and a service 
pass in front of the goal that got reject-
ed out, but to the foot of Crews. Crews 
quickly � red in to Moody all alone in front 
of Smith. Moody crushed the ball, but 
Smith de� ected it out back to the top of 
the box where Pontieri captured, took one 
step around a defender and launched the 
goal shot. 

With 24:19 left in the game, Moody 
made good on a second shot on goal o�  
a corner kick from Kamryn Towers that 
� rst hit Crews who’s tap hit a defender in 
front of Moody who captured the errant 
ball and smashed it for the � nal goal of the 
contest. 

The corner kick came by way of a free 
kick for St. Johns o�  an aggressive play on 
Pontieri by Canterbury’s defense. Lemieux 
fed Weiss on a sprint toward the baseline 
stripe where Weiss pounded her service 
shot o�  Canterbury to get the corner kick.

CORRESPONDENT PHOTO BY NICOLE ARDEN WEISS

St. Johns Country Day School senior soccer players 
Lauren Weiss, left, and Maddie Moody show o�  
their state champion medals after beating Can-
terbury 6-0 in the Class 2A 
championship game.



45 students compete at Hope Christian STEM Fair
For School News 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS – Nearly 45 students 
recently competed in Hope Christian 
Academy’s third annual Science Technolo-
gy Engineering Math Fair.

Earning the top, two overall scores 
were Brooke McCloud in the Biological Sci-
ences division and Benjamin Whalen in the 

Physical Science Projects division. McCloud 
and Whalen were also chosen by their 
peers for the top Peoples’ Choice Awards.

“My students were to choose a Prob-
lem to solve with an experiment,” said 
HCA teacher Adina Leon. “Next, they did 
a research paper to learn the background 
information necessary to understand 
the project. Then they made a detailed 

plan of how to form an experiment that 
would answer their scienti� c question. The 
Experiment [we called it an Investigation] 
steps were documented in a STEM Journal. 
Findings were published in a Follow Up 
Paper and projects were visualized and 
presented orally before their peers.”

A variety of projects were chosen this 
year from Biological to Physical to Statisti-

cal Studies to Engineering.
The projects were judged in the HCA 

gym. Elementary through high school 
classes were broken down in smaller num-
bers to view the experiences and engage 
in question-and-answer time with the 
STEM Fair participant.

 Physical Science Project Division Overall Winner 
Benjamin Whalen also won 2nd Place People’s 
Choice Award for his “Building Better Bridges” 
project, which was complete with a demonstration 
of weight distribution and three mini bridges he 
constructed.
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CALL 1.855.445.3276
FORTIS.EDU IGNITE YOUR FUTURE

Financial Aid Available for those who qualify. Career Placement Assistance for All Graduates.  
For consumer information, visit Fortis.edu. 

FORTIS COLLEGE
700 BLANDING BLVD. SUITE 16 • ORANGE PARK, FL 32065

WHAT 
ARE YOU 
WAITING 

FOR?
Call today to learn about our 

career education programs in 
Nursing, Practical Nursing, Dental 

Assisting, Medical Assisting, Medical 
Billing & Coding, Surgical Technology 

and Sterile Processing Technician.

New Program

  Practical Nursing
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Ready when     
you need us.

Medical emergencies 
need immediate attention.
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Don’t let the fear of COVID-19 keep you from 
getting the medical attention you need. Our 
ERs are equipped to keep patients safe through 
rapid screening, separate treatment areas, 
detailed cleaning protocols, masks and more. 
Visit covid19.baptistjax.com/safe-care for details. 
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For ER wait times or other immediate care options go to baptistcarenow.com/ER.
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